
Good Academic Standing and Progression 

Guideline Statement 

In accordance with the East Carolina University Graduate School, students enrolled in the 

College of Nursing Department of Advanced Nursing Practice and Education (ANPE) must 

maintain good academic standing to progress in and graduate from their program. 

Good academic standing is an essential function of academic coursework, clinical practice, 

and professional conduct, and is required for continued enrollment. 

 

Definition of Good Academic Standing 

A student is considered to be in good academic standing when they: 

• Maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 in all graduate coursework  

• Demonstrate satisfactory progression toward degree completion  

• Meet all academic, clinical, and professional expectations of the program  

Consistent with Graduate School policy, determination of satisfactory progression may include 

faculty evaluation of overall performance and professional readiness, and is not limited to 

course grades alone. 

 

Expectations for Good Academic Standing 

Academic Performance 

Students are expected to: 

• Meet all progression requirements outlined in the College of Nursing and ANPE program 

handbooks  

• Achieve minimum required course grades  

• Demonstrate the ability to apply didactic knowledge to clinical practice  

 

Professional Conduct 

Students must adhere to: 

• ECU Student Conduct Process Policies 

• ECU Academic Integrity Policy  

https://policy.ecu.edu/113001/
https://policy.ecu.edu/020711/


• College of Nursing professional conduct expectations from the College of Nursing 

Students Handbook 

• ANPE professional conduct expectations from the ANPE Student Handbook 

Professional conduct includes, but is not limited to: 

• Demonstrating honesty, integrity, and accountability  

• Communicating respectfully and professionally with faculty, peers, patients, and clinical 

partners  

• Maintaining confidentiality in all settings, including compliance with HIPAA  

• Using electronic communication and social media in a professional manner  

• Upholding the standards of professional identity, including professional dress, in all 

learning environments, including face-to-face and virtual settings 

• Responding to program communications in a timely manner  

Failure to meet these expectations may result in academic or disciplinary action. 

 

Clinical Performance 

Students enrolled in clinical courses must demonstrate safe, competent, and ethical practice. 

Unsatisfactory clinical performance may include: 

• Inability to apply knowledge in clinical settings  

• Deficits in clinical judgment or technical skills  

• Failure to meet clinical objectives or progress appropriately  

• Unprofessional interactions with patients, preceptors, or team members  

• Repeated tardiness, absenteeism, or lack of preparation  

• Not adhering to established professional dress standards in all clinical settings 

Unsafe clinical practice, defined as behavior that places patients or others at risk or violates 

professional or legal standards, may result in immediate removal from the clinical setting and 

possible program dismissal. 

 

 

 

https://nursing.ecu.edu/student-handbook/
https://nursing.ecu.edu/student-handbook/
https://nursing.ecu.edu/student-handbook/graduate-handbook/


Licensure, Certification, and Compliance 

Students must maintain all required credentials and compliance requirements, including: 

• Active, unencumbered RN/APRN licensure 

• Required certifications, such as Basic Life Support (BLS) and Advanced Cardiovascular 

Life Support (ACLS) 

• Clinical agency requirements (e.g., background checks, immunizations)  

Failure to maintain these requirements may result in the inability to participate in clinical 

learning experiences and may impact progression. 

 

Failure to Maintain Good Academic Standing 

A student may be considered not in good academic standing for reasons including, but not 

limited to: 

• Cumulative GPA below 3.0  

• Failure of a course in the plan of study or failure to meet program progression 

requirements  

• Unsatisfactory or unsafe clinical performance  

• Violations of academic integrity or professional conduct standards  

• Dismissal from a clinical site for cause  

• Loss or restriction of required licensure or certifications  

• Failure to meet program or university compliance requirements  

 

Academic Action 

Students who do not maintain good academic standing may be subject to actions, including, but 

not limited to: 

• Academic warning or probation  

• Required remediation or performance improvement plans 

• Course failure or repetition (students are not guaranteed allowance to repeat a course; 

consideration for continuation in the program of study is at the discretion of the 

program's director after a course failure).  



• Requirement to retake foundational courses such as Advanced Pathophysiology, Physical 

Assessment, and Pharmacology, at the discretion of the program director, to ensure 

content within 5 years when the plan of study is delayed.  

• Removal from clinical placement  

• Referral to the university conduct processes  

• Program dismissal  

Decisions regarding progression and academic standing are made by program faculty and 

leadership, consistent with College of Nursing and Graduate School policies. 

 

Program Dismissal 

A student may be dismissed from the program for: 

• Failure to meet minimum GPA or progression requirements  

• Unsafe clinical practice  

• Substantiated academic integrity violation, with grade of XF applied 

• Serious or repeated violations of professional conduct standards  

• Loss of licensure or inability to meet clinical requirements  

• Failure to meet conditions of probation or remediation  

Students who are dismissed may follow the ECU Graduate School appeals process. 

 

Related Policies 

This guideline should be read in conjunction with: 

• ECU Graduate School Academic Regulations  

• ECU Student Conduct Process  

• ECU Academic Integrity Policy  

• College of Nursing Student Handbook  

• ANPE Student Handbook  

 

https://catalog.ecu.edu/content.php?catoid=34&navoid=2855
https://policy.ecu.edu/113001/
https://policy.ecu.edu/020711/
https://nursing.ecu.edu/student-handbook/
https://nursing.ecu.edu/student-handbook/graduate-handbook/

