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Bachelor of Science in Nursing – Traditional Pathway 

 
The first two years are general education and prerequisite courses that must be completed prior to admission.  These 
courses are listed in recommended sequence.  Some courses may be moved from one semester to another if the prerequisites 
for those courses are met. Course prerequisites can be found in the undergraduate catalog catalog.ecu.edu.   
 

INTENDED MAJOR – YEAR 1 
Semester I 

Course Prefix/Number Course Title Semester Hours 

CHEM 1120* Intro to Chemistry for the Allied Health Sciences (no lab required) 3sh 

Fine Art Any general education fine art course (one fine art is required of all students) 3sh 

PSYC 1000 Introductory Psychology 3sh 

SOCI 2110 Introduction to Sociology  3sh 

PHIL 1175 Intro to Ethics (PHIL 1700, 2274, 2275, 2277, or 3281 also accepted) 3sh 

 Semester Total 15sh 

Semester II 

CHEM 1130* Organic & Biochemistry for the Allied Health Sciences (no lab required) 4sh 

MATH 1065*^ College Algebra  3sh 

HLTH 1000 Health in Modern Society 2sh 

NUTR 2105 Nutrition Science (NUTR 1000 also accepted) 3sh 

ENGL 1100 Foundations of College Writing (WI) 3sh 

 Semester Total 15sh 

INTENDED MAJOR – YEAR 2 
Semester III – Complete HESI A2 exam (Completed the semester before submitting application) 

BIOL 2140/2141* Human Anatomy & Physiology I w/lab 3sh/1sh 

Gen Ed or FAD Elective Any general education course unless Foundations of American Democracy unmet 3sh 

Statistics^ Choose one: MATH 2228, MATH 2283, BIOS 1500, or PSYC 2101 3sh 

Humanities or Fine Art Any general education Humanities or Fine Art course 3sh 

KINE 1000 Lifetime Physical Activity & Fitness Lab 1sh 

 Semester Total 14sh 

Semester IV – Submit application to nursing school (Final semester of gen ed/prereq courses) 

BIOL 2110/2111* Fundamentals of Microbiology w/lab 3sh/1sh 

BIOL 2150/2151* Human Anatomy & Physiology II w/lab 3sh/1sh 

ENGL 2201 Writing About the Disciplines (WI) 3sh 

PSYC 3206 Developmental Psychology 3sh 

 Semester Total 14sh 

DECLARED MAJOR – YEAR 3 (may begin fall or spring) 
Semester I – Prerequisite: Admission to the traditional BSN pathway 

NURS 3110/3111 Basic Nursing Skills (lecture & lab) 2sh/0sh 

NURS 3120/3121 Health Assessment Across the Lifespan (lecture & lab) 3sh/0sh 

NURS 3140 Professional Concepts (lecture) 1sh 

NURS 3150 Pathopharmacology I (lecture) 3sh 

NURS 3160/61 Lifespan in Nursing Practice I (lecture & clinical) 4sh 

 Semester Total 13sh 

Semester II – Prerequisite: C or higher in all Semester I NURS courses 

NURS 3310/3311 Advanced Nursing Skills (lecture & lab) 3sh/0sh 

NURS 3320/3321 Mental Health Care and Promotion (lecture & clinical) 4sh/0sh 

NURS 3350 Pathopharmacology II (lecture) 3sh 

NURS 3360/3361 Lifespan in Nursing Practice II (lecture & clinical) 5sh/0sh 

NURS 3362 Special Populations Across the Lifespan (lecture) 1sh 

 Semester Total 16sh 

Summer Semester – Prerequisite: C or higher in all Semester 1 NURS courses (taken ONLINE after Semester I or II based on entry term) 

NURS 3430 Informatics (online lecture) 3sh 

NURS 3480 Rural Health Nursing Practice (WI) (online lecture) 3sh 

 Summer Total 6sh 

http://catalog.ecu.edu/index.php
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DELCARED MAJOR – YEAR 4 
Semester III – Prerequisite: C or higher in all 3000 level NURS courses 

NURS 4120/4121 Childbearing Family Care (lecture & clinical) 4sh/0sh 

NURS 4160/4161 Lifespan in Nursing Practice III (lecture & clinical) 6sh/0sh 

NURS 4170 Research and Evidence-based Practice (lecture) 3sh 

NURS 4180 Leadership and Management (lecture) 2sh 

 Semester Total 15sh 

Semester IV – Prerequisite: C or higher in all Semester III NURS courses 

NURS 4260 Lifespan in Nursing Practice IV (lecture) 5sh 

NURS 4261 Transition to Professional Nursing Practice (WI) (seminar & clinical) 4sh 

NURS 4280/4281 Population and Community Health Nursing Practice (lecture & clinical) 5sh/0sh 

 Semester Total 14sh 

 BSN Degree Total 122sh 
    * Final grade of C or higher required for admission as an intended major and for progression as a declared major. 
     ^ Placement test score required (visit math.ecu.edu/placement for more information and current requirements) 
 

BSN General Education Requirements: 
All students at ECU, regardless of their major, must complete the following 40 semester hours of general education requirements as 
part of their first undergraduate degree as outlined in the Undergraduate Catalog. Below are the specific BSN gen ed courses. 
 

Writing Intensive (WI) – 4 courses English Composition – 6sh Science – 7sh (including 1 lab) 

ENGL 1100  ENGL 1100  CHEM 1120 

ENGL 2201 ENGL 2201  BIOL 2110 & 2111 

NURS 3480 Mathematics – 3sh Health & Exercise – 3sh 

NURS 4261 MATH 1065 HLTH 1000 

Social Sciences – 9sh  Humanities & Fine Arts – 9sh KINE 1000 

SOCI 2110  Ethics (PHIL 1175, 1700, 2274, 2275, 2277, or 3281) General Education Elective – 3sh 

PSYC 1000 Fine Art Choose any Gen Ed Course* 

PSYC 3206 Humanities or Fine Art  
     *A Foundations of American Democracy (FAD) course is suggested if needed and not already complete to meet graduation requirements. 
 

BSN Prerequisite Requirements: 
The following courses are the additional prerequisites required by the College of Nursing for the traditional BSN degree pathway.  
 

• BIOL 2140 & 2141, Human Anatomy & Physiology I (3sh lecture, 1sh lab) 

• BIOL 2150 & 2151, Human Anatomy & Physiology II (3sh lecture, 1sh lab) 

• CHEM 1130, Organic & Biochemistry for Allied Health Sciences (4sh – no lab) 

• Nutrition (3sh) 
o NUTR 2105, Nutrition Science OR  
o NUTR 1000, Contemporary Nutrition 

• Statistics (3sh) 
o MATH 2228, Elementary Statistics OR 
o MATH 2283, Business Statistics OR 
o PSYC 2101, Psychological Statistics OR 
o BIOS 1500, Biostatistics 

 

Transfer Credit Equivalency Tools & Resources: 
• Look up transfer course equivalencies by state and institution, click HERE 

• ECU test credit placement tables (AP, IB, CLEP, etc.), click HERE 

• Can’t find your course in the above tools? Submit course(s) to the ECU Registrar for review by clicking HERE 
 

Admission to the Traditional BSN Pathway: 
The traditional BSN pathway is highly competitive. Up to 130 students are admitted every fall and spring semester. Students must 
meet eligibility requirements to apply to the major. Students apply to the program when they have completed all, or are enrolled in, 
their final semester of general education and prerequisite courses. A minimum cumulative GPA of 2.75 is required to apply but does 
not guarantee admission. The College of Nursing includes all grades, from all courses, taken at all schools when calculating GPA. 
Admission is based on cumulative GPA, points earned in the ranking formula, and scores on the HESI A2 exam. CNA certification is 
not required or part of the admission process but strongly encouraged by faculty. Students may have their application considered a 
max of three times. Visit nursing.ecu.edu/admission to review current information on the admission process. 

https://math.ecu.edu/placement/
https://catalog.ecu.edu/
https://tes.collegesource.com/publicview/TES_publicview01.aspx?rid=8f5e529a-d424-4e6f-aecb-b0aa0c9b267a&aid=d42ac26d-67b4-4658-a219-bf6534f2bdea
https://admissions.ecu.edu/placement-credit/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/5fe9d5d02c254a039f30dd93ca27d842
https://nursing.ecu.edu/bsn/admission/

